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 12 NOVEMBER 2017 Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost 

New here? 

Whether you are visiting, 
wanting explore faith, or 
find a new church home, 
welcome, its great to have 
you with us. 

 

What to expect 

While each of our Sunday 
services are unique, you 
will find warm and 
friendly people looking to 
journey in life together. 

 

You’re our guest 

If you are a guest with us 
today, please don’t feel 
you need to give any 
money in the offering. 
This service is the gift of 
our members to you.  

 

What next? 

If you want to know more 
about our church and how 
to take your next step 
with us, please talk to one 
of our friendly Welcomers 
on Sunday’s, or get in 
touch with the office 
during the week. We’d be 
happy to help. 

St Matthew’s  
Upper Coomera 

Holy Rood 
Oxenford 

St James  
Biggera Waters 

Stuff—Rainy Day 

Many of us have heard the phrase “save it for a rainy day”. 
Whilst the origin of the phrase is a little hard to determine 
(at least in my googling of it!), the mean is clearer—we 
know in life there will be rainy days, and we should be 
prepared for it. When it comes to our stuff, we know that 
there will be many potential ‘rainy days’ in our life—there 
will be sickness, unemployment, economic downturns, 
increases in interest rates, unforeseen bills, etc… and yet I 
wonder how prepared we are for them? Unfortunately 
many of us are not prepared and find ourselves stressed and 
overwhelmed. 

We are in week two of our message series called ‘Stuff’. The 
big idea is that our stuff can dominate our lives and have a 
negative impact on our relationships—with God, family and 
friends. We are looking at key mind shifts to help us put our 
stuff in its place—and today we consider moving our 
thinking from short term to long term. Jesus tells a story of 
some wise and foolish bridesmaids. These ten bridesmaids 
each took lamps in readiness for night to come (remember 
there was no electricity), however only five had oil for their 
lamps. Five found themselves caught out by not shifting 
their thinking from short term to long term and being 
prepared for what’s ahead.  

I wonder when it comes to your stuff, how prepared you are 
for a rainy day? Have you thought about the longer term 
and made preparations? Spiritually, I wonder if you have 
thought ahead to where you will go after this life has 
ended? Maybe today’s the day to rethink these things, and 
put your faith in Jesus. 

Rev. John 

Welcome 
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For your study and prayers 

Daily Bible Readings for next week…. 
 Monday:  Psalm 43 
 Tuesday:   Psalm 44 
 Wednesday:  Psalm 45 
 Thursday:  Psalm 46 
 Friday:   Psalm 47 
 Saturday: Psalm 48 
 

My Sermon Notes 
_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

For your Daily Prayers: 

Those In Need  Brett, Denise & Ray Eolkin, Patti Smith, the Boniface family , Gerry 
Adams, Joan Bramham, Marilyn Pappas, Sonja  Hargreaves and family, The Trotter 
Family, Eileen McIntosh, Selena Wool Judy and Steve Ball. 
 

Remembrance Day 11th November “We remember the courage and 
patriotism of men and women who resisted evil and defended freedom. Help us to 
value the freedom eventually won that we may use it wisely, so that people and 
nations may live together in harmony and freedom, and face the future with 
confidence and hope. We ask in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen”. 
 

New Regional Bishop “Eternal God, shepherd and guide, in your mercy give your 
Church in this diocese a shepherd after your own heart who will walk in your ways, 
and with loving care watch over your people.  Give us a leader of vision and a 
teacher of your truth.  So may your Church be built up and your name glorified, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”  

 

CMS Link Missionaries Please pray for Adam & Helene Ramsay and their 
children Leo, Ellie and Bertie in Chiba Kanto, Japan, and for their ministry there. 
 

Parish Ministry Team Please pray the ongoing search for an Associate Priest, and 
that this be guided by the Holy Spirit, according to God’s will; thus enabling the right 
leadership team for GCNAC. 
 

One Life Please pray for your One Life and look for opportunities to bless them. 
 

Prayer of the Week Blessed Lord, you have caused all holy Scriptures to be 
written for our learning:  grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn and 
inwardly digest them, that, by patience and the comfort of your holy word, we may 
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have 
given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

For first time Bible readers we suggest 
you allow 10 minutes at the same time 
each day: 3 minutes to make coffee, 1 
minute for silent prayer, 3 minutes to 
read the Bible passage and 3 minutes to 
pray about your day. If want some help or 
further suggestions please contact Revd 
John Dougherty on 0417 190 817 or by 
email revjohndougherty@gmail.com 
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Ministry Matters—With Rev John 
Global Leadership Summit 
Rod, Karen and I went to the Global Leadership Summit (GLS) la few weekends ago. 
GLS is a leadership conference run by Willow Creek Church (USA) that gathers 
leaders from all spheres (church, business, government, non-profit, academia, 
Christian and non-Christian) to share teaching and insights in how to be a better 
leader. As Bill Hybels, the founding pastor of Willow Creek Church says, “Everyone 
wins when a leader gets better”. We came away excited and energised for our work 
at GCNA. 
 
We want to invite you to consider investing in your leadership and ministry potential 
by joining us next year for GLS. It will be on the 12th & 13th of October 2018 (Friday 
night & Saturday day) at Newlife Uniting Church Robina. Tickets are for sale at the 
special price of $99. If you want to buy a ticket or register your interest, please 
contact Karen in the office by phone or email (karen@goldcoastnorth.org.au). 
 
Christmas Equip Night—Wednesday 6th December  
Our final Equip night will be on Wednesday the 6th of December. It will be a special 
night of prayer and celebration as we prepare for Christmas and give thanks for the 
year that’s been. Please join us at St James from 7-9pm.  
 
Associate Priest 
We are still  praying for and working away at  trying to find an Associate Priest. Doors 
are opening and closing and opening again. Thank you for your prayers to date and 
thanks in advance for your continued prayers for this important appointment.   
 
2018 Dates Needed 
We are currently in the process of putting together the calendar for 2018. If you are 
leading a ministry area could you please submit your proposed dates for events and 
activities  as soon as possible so we can finalise the draft calendar by the end of the 
month. If you could please pass these on to Karen in the office via email, phone call, 
or note that would be great! 
 
Office Staff Arrangement & Hours 
Now that Rod is on board and settling in, Karen Jefferson has returned back to two 
days a week in the office—at this stage Wednesdays & Thursdays. I want to thank 
Karen for the all her hard work after Heather finished up with us and for helping Rod 
in his transition. I also want to thank the wonderful team of Office Assistants who 
serve in the office—they do a wonderful job each week. The office will be open on 
Mondays (staffed by volunteers), Wednesdays & Thursdays (staffed by Karen and 
volunteers). Because Rod’s role as Parish Administrator is different to Heather’s role 
as Office Manager, he will not be responsible for being in the office and running the 
office as Heather was. Rather his work will vary each week as he will need to be out 
and about at the Op Shops and churches as well as in meetings. If you have any 
questions don’t hesitate to ask me—John.  
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Parish Diary 
 

Saturday 11 November 
Remembrance Day - “Lest We Forget” 
 

Sunday 12 November 
Gold Coast Mother’s Union Card Stall at St James. Cards $1.50 each. 
Men’s Breakfast at St Matthew’s at 7.30am. 
 

Thursday 16 November  
Upper Coomera Twilight Markets 3pm to 7pm at the Upper Coomera Community 
Centre. 
 

Saturday 18 November 
New LA Training at Holy Rood 9.00am-11.00am.  Contact Len Eacott 
Cards and Conversation at St Matthew’s 1:30pm. Contact Caroline White. 
 

Wednesday 22 November 
Pastoral Care Luncheon at Ross Evans Nursery .  Contact Pat Grant on 0412730979. 
 

Wednesday 5 December 
Equip Night Christmas Celebrations at St James 7:00pm 
 

Thursday 6 December 
St Matthew’s Musicians at  St Matthew’s from 6.30pm. Contact Jordan 0426 491 
600. 
 

Saturday 2 December 
Men’s Breakfast at Holy  Rood starting 7am.  This will be the last one for the year.  
Costs $5.00.  Contact Jim Relph 0414 444 357. 
 

Sunday 10 December 
Car Park Carols  at St James 5:30pm for a 6:00pm start.  
 

What’s Going On?____________________ 
 

Thank you to all my wonderful church family for all the love, cards, flowers, food, 
phone calls, text messages and especially the prayers for myself and my family 
during my recent illness.  I am recovering well, but slowly.  Marilyn Pappas 
 

Twilight Markets 16 November 3-7pm Upper Coomera Community Centre.  
Proceeds from the St James/Oxenford Craft Stall at the Twilight Markets will be 
shared between the Ministry of Amer to the Women in Syria and Bush Church Aid.  
Come and support the craft stall and these ministries. 
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What’s Going On? 

Training for recently licensed Liturgical Assistants - Where: Holy Rood, Oxenford 
When:  9.00 am to 11.00 am on Saturday 18 November 2017. Please bring your copy of 
"Handbook for Liturgical Assistants at the Eucharist”  and your Prayer Book (APBA) 
To register and for further information please contact Bishop Len 0400408415 or 
eacottls@icloud.com. 
 

WHS Assistance Put your hands Up! We are inviting all current first aid certificate  
holders within our Parish to contact the office, and also if you are willing to join the 
first aid team.  We are also looking for volunteers to be fire wardens. 
 

Advent Bible Study for Gold Coast North Parish.  Songs of Advent from Luke’s Gospel 
by John Birch.  A four-part small group Luke’s Gospel has  a series of songs as part of 
his introduction to the story of Jesus, and these have been handed down to us within 
our Bibles. One study proposed to commence in the week beginning Sunday 26th 
November.  Printed copies of the studies and leaders notes will be available from the 
Parish Office in November.  Please contact the Parish Office via  email or phone to 
order copies.  A gold coin donation would be appreciated.  Contact Bishop Len 0400 
408 415 for more information.  A new small group is also proposed for Wednesday 
afternoons commencing at 2pm, 29 November 2017 at Coomera for 4 weeks.  Please 
contact Roselyn 0406 478 007. 
 

World Vision Christmas Raffle —to be drawn 17 December at St Matthews.  Tickets 
now available from Ian Huguenin, Peter Burt and Rod Dunlop. If  you are  a part of the 
St Matthew’s congregation and would like to be a coordinator for this special raffle, 
Peter  would love to hear from you. Please contact the Parish Office. Thank you. 
 

Beyond the Parish giving for the month of Nov will go to Archbishop’s Appeal - ABM. 
 

AGM Late February 2018 - A reminder for those who submit reports for the Parish 
Annual Report to start thinking about preparing these.  All reports are required on file 
by 10th Jan 2018.  

Wider Community 

Diocese Farewell to Bishop Alison to be held in St John’s Cathedral Saturday 2nd De-
cember at 10am as part of the Diocesan Ordination.  If you would like to contribute to 
the Diocesan gift, please place your gift in an envelope, mark it “Bishop Alison’s Gift’ 
and place it in the offerings.  There will be a gathering after the service on the day.  If 
you would like to attend, please let the office know so that we can pass numbers on for 
catering purposes and travel is via private arrangement.  Please see your Wardens if you 
would like more information. 
 

Diocesan Cursillo Ultreya St Bartholomew’s Anglican Church, 1349 Logan Rd, Mt Gravatt 
18 November 2017 at 12 noon, BYO lunch. Ultreya to commence  at 1pm followed by 
afternoon tea.  Theme “Being salt  and light in a world that needs both”. Contact Barry 
Cathcart 0400 708 909. 
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Group Gatherings….. 

 GROUP FACILITATOR AND  
CONTACT  

VENUE/LOCALITY DAY/TIME 

John Dougherty 

 
Young Adult’s Bible Study 

St Matthew’s Church 
 

 Each Sunday 7-8.30pm 

Pat & Barry Schmidt 
5529 3802 

 Home Study Group 
Biggera Waters 

Mondays 6.55pm 

Lurline Campbell 
0412 277 737 

Bible Study  
St Matthew’s Church 

Mondays 9.15am 

 Annette Schneider 
 0448092730  

Coomera Craft Circle 
St Matthew’s Church 

Upper Coomera 

Tuesdays each Fortnight 
 9am—12noon 

 

Pam Wain 
5501 5302 

Home Study Group 
Hollywell 

Tuesdays 10.00-11.30am 

Rod & Lesley Dunlop 
5668 5717 

 Home Study Group 
Coomera Waters 

Tuesdays 7.00-9.00pm 

Ruth Bradley 
 0452 511 321 

Home Study Group 
Upper Coomera 

Tuesdays 7.30pm 

Advent Bible Study 
Len & Sandy Eacott 

0400 408 415 
Pacific Pines 

Commencing 
Wednesdays 29/11 to 

Wednesday 20/12 
7pm 

Ian Boniface 
0414 279 088 

Prayer Meeting St Matthew’s 
Church 

Upper Coomera 
Thursdays  6.00-6.45am 

Pat Grant 0412 730 979 
George Osborne 5577 3738 

Home Study Group 
Biggera Waters 

Thursdays 7.00-9.00pm 

Glenda Murrell 
0405 470 528 

Mainly Music 
Holy Rood Family Centre 

Thursdays 9.15am 

Bev & Ian Huguenin 
5573 6211 

PATSIMAC—Prayer for Aboriginal &  
TSI Ministry &  concerns. 

Helensvale 

2nd Thursday monthly 
1.30-2.30pm 

Pat Grant 
0412 730 979 

Social Craft Group 
St James Church Hall 

Fridays 9.30am—12noon 

Lyn Martin 
5537 2024 

Ladies’ Prayer Group  
Biggera Waters 

1st Saturday of month 8.00am 

Gail Beattie 
5563 7170 

Cursillista’s Group 
St James Church Hall 

Biggera Waters 

Last Sunday monthly  
(after 9.00am service) 
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GIVING 
• Direct Deposit via Internet Banking into our bank account— 
 Gold Coast North Anglican Psh—Easy Access   BSB 704-901 Account # 00001100 
• Deposit over counter at Westpac Bank into our bank account— 
 Gold Coast North Anglican Psh—Easy Access   BSB 034-844 Account # 00001100 

Service Times  
St James Anglican Church, 41 Brighton Street, Biggera Waters 

    Sunday   7.30am & 9:00am with Kids Church 
    Wednesday 9.30am  
    Friday   Evening Prayer   5:30pm 
Holy Rood Anglican Church, 192 Tamborine-Oxenford Road, Oxenford 

    Sunday  8am  
St Matthew’s Anglican Church, 142 Billinghurst Crescent, Upper Coomera 

    Sunday   10.00am (Kids Church/Sunday School) 
    Sunday   5.30pm (Sunday Night Life) 
 

 Contact Details 
Priests          Parish Office 
Rev John Dougherty (0417 190 817)     142 Billinghurst Crescent 
Email: revjohndougherty@gmail.com    Upper Coomera Qld 4209 
Rev Canon Gary Smith (0407 141 468)    Office Hours: 9am-4pm  

Email: garysmith@goldcoastnorth.org.au       Mon/Wed/Thurs 

Rev Mary-Anne Rulfs (0403 049 124)  
 

Deacons and Spiritual Companions  Phone:   5580 5814 

Rev Lyn Dunn (0413 528 670)     Fax:   5580 5876 
Rev Rosanne Stower (0421 725 275)    Email: anglicangcn@bigpond.com  
 

Wardens         Parish Administrator 
Katrina Lyon (0439 735 391)      Rod Mengel (0437 393 211) 
Karen Jones (0403 952 262)      Email: Rod@goldcoastnorth.org.au 
 

Hospital Care Coordinator Barry Schmidt 0420 811 080 or Pat Schmidt 0487 769 014
  

For further contact details of ministries and ministers within Gold Coast North Anglican Church please refer to 
www.goldcoastnorth.org.au or contact the Parish Office. 

CREATING SAFE CHURCHES—Office of Professional Standards 
Protection from Harm  The Anglican Diocese of Brisbane takes allegations of abuse and harm seriously. The Professional 
Standards Canon and the Protocol for Dealing with Complaints of Abuse provide clear and transparent processes for the 
management of complaints of abuse.  Persons who may have been harmed by a Church worker, or who know of someone else 
who has, are encouraged to come forward.  All complaints will be treated sensitively and confidentially.  The Director of 
Professional Standards will respond to all complaints and will assist you to understand the processes involved.  Please contact 
Office of Professional Standards, St Martin’s House, 373 Ann Street, Brisbane 4000 (GPO Box 421, Brisbane 4001):  Phone 1800 
242 544;  Fax 07 3831 9873;  Email gmilles@anglicanchurchsq.org.au 

mailto:gmilles@anglicanchurchsq.org.au
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Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 

COLLECT 
Eternal God, you have taught us that the night is far spent and the day is at 
hand:  keep us awake and alert, watching for your kingdom, so that when 
Christ, the bridegroom, comes we may go out joyfully to meet him, and with 
him enter into the marriage feast that you have prepared for all who truly love 
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Baptised and communicant members of other Christian churches professing the 
Apostolic (or historic Christian) faith are invited to receive Holy Communion.  All are 
welcome to come forward to receive a blessing, whether or not baptised or confirmed. 

Worship with us today…. 

Next Sunday’s Readings: 
     Twenty-Fourth Sunday After Pentecost  

Reading: Judges 4: 1-10 
Psalm: 123 

 2nd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30 

TODAY’S READINGS 

Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost  
Reading: Joshua 24: 1-3a, 14-25 

Psalm 78:1-7 
 2nd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:9-18 

Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13 

SENTENCE 
Watch and be ready, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 
Matthew 24.42, 44 


